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In the treatment of skin diseases the use of arsenic has been productive of the best effects. When handled with judgment and care, arsenic, which has been long held sacred in cutaneous diseases, has been found to exercise a special influence on the integumentary system. Its employment has been directed to the regulation of the functions, and concurrently to the revival of the tone and vigour of the general system, for the most numerous class of these complaints results from debility of the organs of assimilation and of the nervous system. Umritsur, 29th Sept., 1866.
Extract.?" Eiher is a more volatile fluid than chloroform, and in a mixture of the two the ether evaporates more quickly than the chloroform. The relative rate of evaporation of the two was observed by placing a known quantity on a cloth and exposing it to the air ; it was then found that the percentage lost was, after exposure for? 3 minutes, ether 89 parts; chloroform 75 parts; 15 minutes, ether 93 parts; chloroform 85 parts.
The fact that the constituents of a mixture escape in somewhat unequal proportions, is proved by observing the specific gravitv of the mixture before and after exposure, and it wa3 found in all cases that after exposure the specific gravity was to a certain extent increased, proving ether had escaped before chloroform."* The result, therefore, of this experiment goes to prove that if such a mixture were inhaled in any quantity, the percentage of chloroform would continue steadily to increase from the first, until, after protracted use, the inhaler would contain very much more chloroform than ether. It can easily be understood how far such a result interferes with the protective powers exerted by the mixture?the proportion of the heart-stimulant steadily decreasing, and that of the heart-depressent constantly becoming more and more potent.?Ellis on the Safe Abolition of Pain, p. 13. ? The experiments detailed further on throw very considerable doubt over the accuracy of these results, and appear to prove that the ether really escapes in a much larger proportion than that here given.
